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THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



[March 15, 1856. 



TAIiK OF THE BO AD— NO. XXXV. 
*' Wbll, Pat, how did yoa get through since?" said Jen. 

" Well, I put <i> the sorest time that ever came on a wife 
and childer," said Pat. "I stood at the cross, and I 
Offered to work under wages, and not a man would look at 
Bie ; for Father John read me out at the chapel, and when 
work w:is scarce, and the boys all looking for it, nobody 
would have any call to me." 

" And wooUn'i any of the Protestants give you work 
itself?" said Jem. 

" "Well, the Protestants is mighty shy of them that turns," 
said Pat. "They're afcard of trouble, and they don't like 
to come under Father John's tongue no more nor ourselves. 
And, besides, the people was riz about the election, and all 
the blackguards was up, and them paid for mischief, and 
the railway paid to fetch them on Sundays and week days 
into Kilcommon from Newtown, the way them that did 
the beating would not be known, and no one durst go 
•gain Father John and his boys while that lasted ; and it's 
myself that got it too, when Father Peter gave the wink on 
me, and them boys followed me out of the town, and fell to 
jostling and kicking me." 

" And did they hurt you, man ?'' said Jem. 

So Pat put one hand on his chin, and the other to his 
upper lip, and he pulled his own mouth open, and then 
tried to say, " Will you look where my teeth wor, Jem." 
So Jem looked, and three of Pat's front teeth were gone. 

" Oh. man alive, did the villiainsdo thaton you?" said Jem. 

" Why wouldn't they ?" said Pat. "When Father John 
took the praties off me, why wouldn't they take the teeth ? 
What call would I have to teeth ?" 

" Isn't it ibe wonder the government doesn't make a law 
to let pt-o|>le do as they like and vote as they like, without 
(ticks and stones on them ?'' said Jem. 

" Will, Jera, isn't there law for that already, only the 
polls cun't be on every road to see fair play. Sure the law 
is good enough, if the prii-sts would only tell the boys to 
mind it ; but it's neither law nor gospel with them. Well, 
I seen one man anyway, and he did it rightly." 

"And what was that, Pat," said Jem. 

" I (Ion t know his name," said Pat ; " but he was a snug 
&rmer, and him a Roman, coming in to vote again the 
priest. And I seen him put his horse in a stable, and his 
cart on the street ; and he stuck the whip in under the hay, 
and him jusi starling down the street to vote. Well, some 
decent people advised him for to not go down the street, 
for the boys was killing every one with the sticks. Well, 
he JDst turns and looks down the street, and sure enough 
he seen them at it. Well, the never a word he says, but 
just takes the whip out from under the hay, and the fine 
new thong it had on it, and away he walks down the street, 
and him looking that quiet and that boutd. Well, I just 
followed him down a bit, and afore he got fifty yards there 
was twenty made a mo at him witir the sticks. Well, he 
just drew a crack of the cart-whip you would hear a qoar- 
ter of a mile off, and you never seen a flock of sheep run 

f artier nor they ran before him. Well, I seen Father 
'eter come into the middle of them, and says he, ' For 
chame, lioys ; is it cowards you are ? Go back to him this 
minute ;' and back they went, and the next crack just sent 
them flying again; and he marched down the street, crack- 
ing his whip every foot, and looking at no one, and not one 
meddled him. Well, that was the time Father Peter gave 
them the wink on me, and I knowed I was set, and sure 
enough I was." 

"Anil couldn't you swear it on them?" said Jem. 

" And how would I know the Newtown boysto swear it 
on?" said Pat. " Sure ihats the way it's done, by strange 
boys. And wasn't I alone, and wouldn't there be twenty 
to swear I done it myself? But I wouldn't care for that, 
once the election is done," said Pat ; " sure it's the praties 
and ilic work that 1 care for." 

" And how did you come through at all ?" said Jem. 

" Thi! way we come through the famine — starring and 
crying." &. id Pat. "1 never knew worse in the (amine; 
and it,>i hai ilcr nor all when man does it on Toa, and not 
God." 

'• And wouldn't you speak to Mr. Owens, maybe?'' said 
Jem. 

" Well, I wouldn't, for I didn't turn for meal, and I 
■wouldn't have that put on me," said Pat ; " and Mr. Owens 
thinks liitir of them that would turn for meal, or bo could 
have plenty of them, as 1 know well, sol didn't go near him." 

" Anil liow did you get through at all ?" 

" Will, I put down the old coat I got after harvest and 
Biddy'^ petticoat, and on that we got some turnips, and 
when that was done, the childer cried themselves to sleep ; 
bat when the darlings got up next day, and never got bit 
aor snp, and the wife crying in the corner, I thought I was 
gonewikl entirely. And the. good wife she is, that never 
•aid one word to fault what I done, nor let me see her cry- 
il^ while she could hide it. Well, tha't was the sore day, 
and It was coming on the sore nigjit; and I was thinking 
would I lake the cbilder to the workhouse, if they got 
through the night ; but wouldn't tk€U be the sore place on 
them and me, after what I done? Sure, them that turns 
kas nu business in the workhouse. And where would I 
erer get another cabin to pat them in, if I got out again ? 
Well, while I was. taming it over, what would cume into 
the house only a bag with a half-hondred of meaj, and a 
new bUiiket, ami five shillings, that Mr. Owens sent down 
when he heard the way we were. Well, if the darlings 
hadn't their sapper that night, it was qoare. Well, I went 



4iewn to Mr. Owens- mat day trrtlnmlr him' for tiie chiMer's 
lives, and he allowed it wasn't he done it at all. ' It surely 
was, your reverence,' saysl. And with that he said ibwas 
money that was given to him by reason of the Kighis of 
Conscience Society,' asd that if I diln't getwork to earn 
for the childer's bread, ^ewoaU getthe Bights of Con- 
science Society to come to the place themselves, ,aod set up 
work for them that was put out of it. ' And what's the 
Conscience Society yonr reverence?' says f. AndsohetoUl 
me it was a society in Dublin and in Engknd that allowed 
every man had rights of conscience to worship God and 
read his book,'and. that would help every man to that same 
when it was took off him. And he allowed it was the I'ro- 
testant Archbishop of Dublin and the Protestants that done 
that same. ' I mind that now,' says I. ' Sure 1 seen a 
man oat of England that told me he went into a meeting, 
and heard the Archbishop making them a speech, telliog 
them to keep np the rights of conscience ; but it's little' I 
thought then it was to send the supper into my poor dar- 
lings' months, and them at the last shift." 

" Well, if that don't come nearer to feeding the birds nor 
anything ever I heard," said Jem. "" If the quality would 
only mind that advice, and stand up for the rights of con- 
science for every man to do what he knows is right, that 
would be the thing to put heart in poor men like us to do 
what's right. It will be the great day for Ireland when the 
rights of conscience is free. Bat how did you come on, 
Pat, when that meal was out ?" 

" Well," said Pat, " that got me throusjh till the weather 
took up for the praty-planting. So I takes my spade, anil 
stands at the cross. Well, who would come by but Father 
Peter, and says he, ' Boys, aren't you Catholics, and is it 
standing with a turncoat hereticyou are ?' says he. ' What 
business has turncoat heretics about the cross?' says he. 
' Will I be ashamed of yoti for boys that won'tstand up for 
your religion ?' says he. With that I spoke np to him : 
' It's the Queen's street I'm on,* says I, * and I ax leave of 
no man to stand on it. I'm come here to earn the childer's 
bread with my own hands, and nobody else's,' says I. 
' You'll have to leave this,' says he. • Boys,' says he, 
' will you stand it to have the likes among you ?' Well, 
with that Mr. Nulty steps in, hiring men. ' He won't leave 
it till I hire him. Father Peter,' says Nulty. ' Is it hiring 
turncoat heretics you are?' says Father Peter. 'That 
won't hurt his digging,' says Mr. Nulty. ' Sure he's the 
best spade in the parish, and I'll hire him afore anyone. 
Boys, wages is high, and I don't grudge top price, and over 
too ; but the man that gives work for the wages is the man 
for me,' says Mr. Nulty. WeU, Father Peter got quite 
mad, and says he, 'If yon hire that turncoat you'll not get 
another man in the street to go with you, and with that he 
kept looking at the boys as if he was cursing every mother's 
son of them in his heart, 'cause he knew well there wasn't 
a man there that wouldn't sooner go to Mr. Nulty nor to 
any one else. ' Won't I ?' says Mr. Nnlty. ' Isn't it a 
free country, and can't every man do as he likes with his 
own hands and his own money ; but it isn't free all as one 
as the slave states in America, where no man thinks he's 
free but when he is walloping a nigger. We want no slave- 
drivers here to make us free of their horsewhips, nor no 
niggers to work for walloping or horsewhipping! I give 
free wages, and I'll get free men,' says Mr. Nulty ; and 
then he tnms to the boys, and says he, ' I meddle with no 
man's religion, and I have no call to them that does ; let 
every man take his own way for that, and give another the 
liberty he likes himself: wages for work and work for 
wages is the bargain here.' Well, he said that out like a 
man. You know, Jem, the way Mr. Nulty lays a thing 
down, as if it was better nor done once he says it. So 
Father Peter seen he was beat, and off he went, choking 
with rage, and Mr. Nulty just took the pick of the boys; 
and now, Jem, I wonld get work at the cross just the same 
as another, and Father Peter himself won't dare to say 
again it." 

" Well, there's nothingr beats a priest like standing up to 
liim, because they're not nsedto it," said Jem ; " and they 
are so feared too, because once the boys sees they con be 
beat, why they are down entirely." 

"Jem, it's the work that will make Ireland free," said 
Pat. " Sure, when labourers is scarce, aman will betook for 
his spade, and not to please the priest. And I know what 
I'll do now : I'll handle myself at the spade ; for sure when 
a man get-i good wages he may give good work, and never 
fear but he'll gel the wages »oi», when he gives the value ; 
for them that has to give high wages will be thankful lor 
wilting hands and hearts to work. So, with God's blessing, 
I will get through yet " 

We trust what the Irish people have already suffered, and 
what they yet may learn, may be made instrumental in 
making Ireland free. There is no liberty like that which 
Christ has promised : " if ye continue in my word, ye 
shall knuw the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 
And we believe that the present state of the labour market, 
and the rising rate of wages, will do ■ more than any law 
could do towards securing to the people of Ireland the 
power of being free. But wages can be raised and main- 
tained at tiieir proper level only by labourers being resolved 
to give good value tor good wages, as Pat intends to do. 

At the same time, there is much yet to be done to seciue 

* W« Bust sdatit that Mr. Otina ha*, bo doubt ftromtlie pMHing 
nature of poor fiit's CUM, ntber exeerded till auttaorlcj. I'o prevroc 
miscoDcrvtioa, »e IhiBk It riKbt u> sut>jolD u brief >U<nMRt or the 
rules or the Biiiliuor Usoaoiuica Sa«IMyr«»iob««<MnB|l; r«MMB- 
mead to tbe att«iiUoa of alt our rondert. 



** the ri(;ht» 6f oon8oienee'''fbr poorTriillmen ; nrtd we'ilsye 
that Pal's expenence may stir up many (<■ support ohM 
admirable sacietyv wihich comes befmv the public iir H.aiaD> 
ner wUch. ;^Mlyi«iiiiiit« it to .ibcir ffi deaeaondjs^yiwifc 

T%e Societrfcrftrmectingtheitighta of Cnasnien<'«u«M 
institaied in i860, under At patronage of his Oram Ae 
Archbishop of Dublin, for the purpose of priite<-iini;. tia 
the exercise of their Christian liberty, thoau convert.-^ 'i*ho 
have been deprived of all former means of earning h Lve&. 
hood on accimnt of their ehanj^ of religion. 

It is no part of the objeci of this society to interfere, ia 
any way, with the learhing and cunveriing ol iho (>eo|kie ; 
nor can it restore the socini or friendly nu. nlik-h maj 
have been sacrificed to the tree exenisu of i iiii<'i.-nc.', by 
tiisn who have been tanifht to exchange trnr fa- truth; 
tot when their-sinceriiy ha^ be-n suUii-ifiiil.v ii.-m'>l hv tMi 
most painfnl ordeal, aggravaieil hy the w.int uf tiM*>e iiece^ 
saries of life formerly obtained by daily IaIkxi:, it ap|)eara 
to be a clear Christian duty to reach forth a li<4ping liaad 
to preserve such objects of higoiry from pi'ri.shiiig through 
exclusive dealing or want of enipk>yment. Fur this p«»- 
pose, the society makes grants to trastworthy individtukli 
in each locality to enable them to prmide einplnyment ; 
with the distinct understanding, that no money shall he 
given except as wages lor work actually done, or 'or the 
tools and re}>roilHC(ive materials required for ii ; xwl that 
a full account shall be furnished, stating names ami datei 
for all payments. 

The cuminittee have bad the satisfaction "f learniiig 
that, at least in one locality, the mere knowledge of the 
existence of this society has effectually hindered pecse- 
cution. 



CffmspiUreiue. 



THE SEABCH AFTER INF.ALLlBILrrY. 

TO THE EtllTOR OF THK C.ITHOLIC I.AY.ms. 

Sin, — Being one of those who think Ht^i) I'le ofk- 
troversy bcft»«en Protestants and 0atholiJshiii4i-s inariilj 
on theqnestion of the infallibility of the Cli'ireh, I Mftve 
taken as much pains as my oppormuities woiiid pernrik 
to make myself acquainted vith what has been »aid on 
this subject on both sides. With this view, I have e.ire- 
fitUy pel used your pages ; and I was particulftrly struek 
with the argnment put forward by the Protestant Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, in a sermon entitled " Search after In- 
fallibility," which you inserted in, I think, your first 
volume. I was so slagsered by Dr. Whately's ai%,-uraent, 
that I consulted a Catholic friend, who is deeply read 
in controversial theology, and asked him how this ar- 
gument, whioh seemed to one unaaswerable, could be met. 
After some deliberation, and looking over books, he 
handed to me a volume of essays by the Rev. Dr. 
Murray, Professor of Dogmstio Theology m Maynoetti, 
and told me that I should find in it a complete refatatioi) 
of what he called Dr. Whately's sophistry. I read the 
essay carefully, and, so far as I can judge. Dr. Murray 
has, as my friend said, completely answered Dr. Whately. 
Still, I am anxious to know whether you can say aoj- 
thiog against the soundness of Dr. Murray'.', argunieat, 
as 1 don't quite trust ray own jndi-ment when two xkilfial 
logicians are defendins; opposite sides of a qii,siion. 'At 
present I am entirely convinced hy the Mrn'nooth pro- 
fessor. But I send jou an abstract (as careitiliy made <as 
I could) of his reply to the Piotestant Areiiiosliop, in 
hopes that you will favour nie nith your i>pii,i,>ii tiier.oD. 
Dr. Marray denies Dr. Whately's inlerr-uie, that if out 
Blessed Lord had instilnted an infallihle aiiiliaity em 
earth for defining articles of faith and setiiig contro- 
versies, St. Paul (to whom such an iiisiimion <iuu% 
have been known) would certainly have referred lo it as 
a means, or rather, the means of meeting the ilan.;er» 
a;^aiost whieh he warns the Ephesian elders ; and liiat 
bewouldnot have confined himself to exhorting thriwto 
"watch and lumember," &c. (Acts.zi, 31 ), as if tiK«se 
were the only means of safety. St. I'aiil, Dr. .Mnrraj 
argues, had, as the context shows, h'tnself tao;;hi >-»erj 
one of them the whole eonnael of (ji«l. C >n-eq leitly, 
they had no nee<l to recur to an infallible trLbaiml.eitiieT 
to learn for the firnt time what tliey had i>ot kiio.vn be- 
fore, or to learn more fully and disiinetlt what th t liad 
previously received but partially aud impi-i I'ectly. Their 
knowledge was complete. 'fliey needed no fniiher 
teaching from any ttibuual, fallible or inl'allilile. The 
danger threatened was from open heretics and ^euis- 
matics, endeavouring to corrnpt the faith — "speaking 
perverse things" — and to break the aai'y of the church— . 
" to draw away disciples after them." "ro meet and de- 
feat <ue/t adversaries there was no use in Hying to -an 
iafalllble chorcb, infallible cnnocil, or iiitallilde SM. 
They had learned the true doctrine alread' from an iiilal- 
libleApostle.^No authority on earth — Pope,Couiicil,or.Uni 
versal Chnreh— ^)fittld teach more truly, or interpret mors 
clearly. They posuned tl>e trpustire of tMHiiid doetrioe. 
Their duty was simply to prtaerve it. And tlie mod* 
which St. Paul indicated waa the only one wjiereby thi( 
could be effected, viz. : " Take heed' lo j ourselves" . • ■ 
"Watch" . . . ''Remember." Appeal to another irtflJ- 
lible authority would have been nseieas. The function of 
infallible authority , as such, i3'to:y reserve, define, re- 
pose, teach, ^ouiid doctrine, and proseribe erruneoM 
teaching. The Ephesian Elders al ready, possesaed, the 



